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Conference program chairs, Dr. Roger Wiemers, Professor Educational Administration at the Tennessee State
University, and Dr. Clay Starlin, Vice-President of the WCCI-International, along with conference host,
Dr. Peter Heffernan, President of the WCCI-North American Chapter and Senior Professor at the University of
Lethbridge in Second-Language and Intercultural Teacher Preparation, are pleased to be hosting the next
WCCI-North American Regional Conference in Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada.
The North American regional includes members from Canada, Mexico and the United States of
America. Every effort is being made to make this as representative a North American conference
as possible. Accordingly, Americans, Canadians and Mexicans, along with international delegates,
are all warmly invited.

The Faculty of Education of the University of Lethbridge, which
will host and be the site of the conference, sits on coulees above
the meandering Oldman River, which makes its way along a
path carved out eons ago by the receding glaciers of the Ice
Age. The Faculty is widely recognized as the flagship of the
University of Lethbridge and a leading undergraduate and
graduate school for education studies in Canada.

Lethbridge and Surrounding Area
Lethbridge, in sunny, southern Alberta, is justifiably
proud of its reputation for being one of Canada’s two
sunniest cities (the other, Medicine Hat, is also in
southern Alberta). Located in the Canadian Prairies,
close to the foothills and in the shadow of the majestic
and beautiful Rocky Mountains, Lethbridge is an ideal
site for the North American regional conference. A city
of 100,000, it has both a mid-sized university (10,000
students) and a community college, along with several museums and UN-recognized world heritage sites in
its immediate vicinity.
The world’s first international peace park, Waterton-Glacier, is
also located about 150 kilometers (90 miles) from Lethbridge
and is a beacon of the peaceful relations which have existed
between the two nations sharing the world’s longest border.
The Province of Alberta is also
petroleum-rich, with the
world’s second largest known
deposits (only Saudi Arabia
exceeds it) and is the biggest
supplier of oil and gas to the USA. Accordingly, Alberta is currently living
an unprecedented time of prosperity and would like to share this time and
place with others.
Lethbridge, located in the heart of Niitsitapi (Blackfoot) traditional territory,
also has Canada’s largest First Nations (indigenous) reservation situated just
outside the city. The University of Lethbridge is proud of its roots in a land
steeped in local Blackfoot history going back thousands of years. This is
exemplified in its close relationship with local Aboriginal educators who will
be closely involved in and featured at the conference.

Transportation and Accommodations
The nearest international airport is in Calgary, a relaxing, 2¾hour, scenic drive away. Rental cars are recommended from the
airport, but there are also bus and direct air services to
Lethbridge (using smaller aircraft for the Calgary-Lethbridge leg
of your journey).
The Lethbridge Lodge located on the opposite side of the
coulees from the University is offering special conference rates.

Look for more news and details about this upcoming conference and more information
about southern Alberta at the WCCI-NAC the (www.wcci-international.org) and/or the conference
website (www5.semo.edu/wccina/index.htm) as well as in future mailings and newsletters.

